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substance abuse | subtlety 



substance abuse „. The overindulgence in and dependence on Z 
add icuve substance, especially alcohol or a narcotic dmg CSleS 
fymaal abuse, —substance abuser n. 8 d 

substance P n. A short-chain polypeptide that function, =. „ 
emitter especially in the tranLS o ^n impute from ~" 

su b'5tan*dard (sub-stan'dard) adi 1 Failino t rt . j j 

^standard. 2 Unities*. oiZ^f ^T^^ 
rfl.ngu.snc usage that does not conform to ma, of the SlK 
as p«ch commun.ty or to that of the standard language b. Not Accord 
^notmns of good English; nonstandard. See^ge Ce a, „o^ 

$u b.stan.ti.a ge.lafi.no.sa (sab-stim'she-a i,-ist'n-o/») „ 

A narrow, dense, vertical band of gelatinous m-av m.i- t ■ L 
^tt the sensory stunuli that give rise to the sensaS^Z^ana 

SUb'Stan-tial (sab-stJn'shal) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or having sub 
wer, material 2. True or real; not imaginary. 3. Solidlv bu^fJZ" 
4. Ample; straining: a substantia, breakfasll. ^fraM^n S 
me, value, degree, amount, or extent: won by a substantial ' marZ 6 
ttesessuig wealth or property, well-to-dn * » 1 . °- 

fa is associated with Parkinson's dise^e [rSwW lli ? A f™" 
Mb.stan.ti.atetsab-stin'shJ-at') mv.-at4j.-at.irK, - a t« 1 

designating a noun or noun eauivaW a „ / , ' 
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>ction«ed^5™ r^w HarriSOn) - 2 " Grammar A word or 
-tuto ^ "(.^^.P^ or clause. ♦ v. -tuf 
?«»ther- " uh^i- , pUt or "« (a P erson or thing) in place 

*•*■) 2 a? " g ?° ra 'P^MP^sical force" (BhleA Cadv 

•aother °n M j 7 elements or radicals. ~mrr. To take the nlar* «f 
S^nTo^P^r/" Be^f [Mid°! 

ffiS' ^ Jufcs '""'' fron > ^tin s«fcsri«n«, pai p„. 
to ..f^'I^f'o^ ■ in Place of; see su^ + P afl C 
n Appenduc I.) — sub'sti.tut'a'bil'ify n. 

^S t i SflySa -^' flv '-^'-) -* Serving or capable of 

te^JlxEFl * 7118 material or subs,an « on which an 

^ *■ A » "nderivlo 0n . Which "'I™™ or^s a^ 
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k^here 3 ! V.r°/ 5U0 " strat ' , - s,Ir '^ * The upper portion of 
S'U.rn7"K Strat *° ,Spher ' it - sf ^'-) •* 
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SUb'StruC'ture (sub'struk'dwrl * 1 n, 
structure; the foundation 2Tne^h K * Up P ort,n .g P art of a 

tracks. ^ub.stru7^°,r.al ^ ^ " ^ SUpportm « rai)r ° ad 
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decision. See synonyms at impetuous. 3. Characterized by rapidity, 
quick and swift, —idiom: all of a sudden Very quickly and unex- 
pectedly, suddenly. [Middle English sodain, from Old French, from 
Vulgar Latin *subitanus, from Latin subitdneus, from subitum from past 
participle of subire, to approach stealthily : sub-, secretly; see SUB- + Ire, 
to go; see ei- in Appendix I.] — sud'derHy adv. — sud'den«ness n. 
sudden death n. Extra play added to determine the winner of a tied 
game, often with the victory awarded to the first to score. — sud'den- 
death' (siid'n-deW) adj. 

sudden infant death syndrome n. Abbr. SIDS A fatal syn- 
drome that affects sleeping infants under a year old, characterized by a 
sudden cessation of breathing and thought to be caused by a defect in 
the central nervous system. Also called crib death. 
Su*de*ten (so"o-da'tn, zoo-) also Su«de«tes (soo-de'tez) A series 
of mountain ranges along the Czech- Polish border between the Elbe and 
Oder rivers. The mountains extend for about 298 km (185 mi) and rise 
to 1,603 m (5,256 ft). 

Su*de« ten* land (soo-dat'n-land', -lant', zoo-) A historical region 
of northern Czech Republic along the Polish border. Long inhabited by 
ethnic Germans, it was seized by the Nazis in September 1938 and was 
restored to Czechoslovakia in 1945, after which the German population 
was expelled. 

Su*de*tes (soo-de'tez) See Sudeten. 

SU'doTif •er*ous (soo'cb-rif'ar-as) adj. Producing or secreting 
sweat: sudoriferous glands. [From Late Latin sudorifer : Latin sudor, sweat; 
see sweid- in Appendix I + Latin -fer, -fer.] 

su*do*rif MC (sdo'cb-riflk) adj. Causing or increasing sweat. ❖ n. 
A sudorific medicine. Also called sudatory. [New Latin suddrificus : Latin 
sudor, sweat; see sweid- in Appendix I + Latin -ficus, -fie] 
Su*dra (soo'dre) n. A member of the lowest of the four major castes 
of traditional Indian society, comprising artisans, laborers, and menials. 
❖ adj. Of or relating to the caste of Sudras. [Sanskrit iudrah.] 
SUds(siidz) pin. 1. Soapy water. 2. Foam; lather. 3. Slang Beer. ❖v. 
sudsed, sudsing, suds»es — tr. To wash in suds. — intr. To form 
or make suds. (Perhaps from obsolete Dutch zudse, marsh, from Middle 
Dutch sudse.) 

suds*y (sud'ze) adj. -i»er, -i»est Full of or resembling suds, 
sue (soo) v. sued, su*ing, sues — rr. 1. Law a. To petition (a court) 
for redress of grievances or recovery of a right, b. To institute proceed- 
ings against (a person) for redress of grievances: sued them for breach of 
contract, c To carry (an action) through to a final decision. 2. To court; 
woo. 3. Obsolete To make a petition to; appeal to; beseech. — intr. 1. 
Law To institute legal proceedings; bring suit. 2. To make an appeal or 
entreaty: 7 sue for grace, and thou deny'st me" (Francis Quarles). 3. To 
pay court; woo. [Middle English sew en, from Anglo-Norman suer, from 
Vulgar Latin *sequere, to follow, from Latin sequi. See sek*- 1 in Appen- 
dix I.] — su'er n. 

Sue (sob, su), Eugene Pen name of Marie Joseph Sue. 1804-1857. 

French writer known for his sensational novels that depict the sordid side 

of city life, including The Mysteries of Paris (1842-1843). 

suede also suede (swad) n. 1 . Leather with a soft napped surface. 2. 

Fabric made to resemble suede. [Short for Sutde gloves, from French 

gants de Suede, gloves of Sweden, from Suede, Sweden.] 

SU # et (soolt) n. The hard fatty tissues around the kidneys of cattle 

and sheep, used in cooking and for making tallow. [Middle English, from 

Anglo-Norman *suet, accusative of sue, tallow, variant of Old French 

sieu, from Latin sebum.] 

Sue»tO*ni«US (swe-tO'ne-as) In full Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus. fL 
second century a.d. Roman historian whose major work, lives of the 
Caesars, is an account of the lives of the first 12 Roman emperors. 
Su*ez (sob-ez', sdo'ez') A city of northeast Egypt at the head of the 
Gulf of Suez and the southern terminus of the Suez Canal. It became a 
major port after the opening of the canal. Population: 388,000. 
Suez, Gulf of An arm of the Red Sea off northeast Egypt west of the 
Sinai Peninsula. 

Suez, Isthmus of An isthmus of northeast Egypt connecting Africa 
and Asia. It is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea on the north and the 
Gulf of Suez on the south. 

Suez Canal A ship canal, about 166 km (103 mi) long, traversing the 
Isthmus of Suez and linking the Red Sea and the Gulf of Suez with the 
Mediterranean Sea. Built under the supervision of Ferdinand de Lesseps, 
it was opened in 1869 and came under British control after 1875. The 
British withdrew in 1956, and Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
nationalized the canal, precipitating a crisis iri which' Israel invaded 
Egypt, and Great Britain and France sent armed forces to retake the canal. 
United Nations intervention forced an armistice, and the canal was re- 
opened in April 1957. The canal was again closed during the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli War and remained closed until June 1975. 
SUf . abbr. suffix 
SUff. abbr. suffix 
Suff . abbr. suffragan 

SUf *fer (suf'ar) v. -fered, -fer»ing, -fers —intr. 1. To feel pain or 
distress; sustain loss, injury, harm, or punishment. 2. To tolerate or 
endure evil, injury, pain, or death. See synonyms at bear 1 . 3. To appear 
at a disadvantage: "He suffers by comparison with his greater contempo- 
rary" (Albert C. Baugh). — rr. 1 . To undergo or sustain (something pain- 
ful, injurious, or unpleasant): "Ordinary men have always had to suffer 
the history their leaders were making" (Herbert J. Muller). 2. To experi- 
ence; undergo: suffer a change in staff. 3. To endure or bear, stand: would 
not suffer fools. 4. To permit; allow: "They were not suffered to aspire to 
so exalted a position as that of streetcar conductor" (Edmund S. Morgan). 
[Middle English suffren, from Old French sufrir, from Vulgar Latin *suf- 



ferire, from Latin sufferre : sub-, sub- + ferre, to carry; see bh t 
pendix I.] — suf'fer»er n. — suf'fer*ing»ly adv. * er " ^ Ap. 

Usage Note In general usage the preferred preposition aft 

from, rather than with, in constructions such as He sufferedfrl^^^ 



tension. Ninety- four percent of the Usage Panel found suffer^^^' 
acceptable in the preceding example. In medical usage suff Wlt ^' 
sometimes employed with reference to the pain or discomfort * 



a condition, while suffer from is used more broadly in reference'ta^ ^ 
dition, such as anemia, that is detrimental but not necessarily pa^nnjj 0 " 

SUf»fefa«ble(suf'3r- 3 -bai,suf'ra-) adj. Possible to s^eTTT" 
or permit; tolerable: sufferable punishment; sufferable difficultiJ 
fena*bleTiess n. -suf'fer*a«bly adv. U ties ' 

SUf -f efance (suf'sr-ans, siif'rans) n. 1. Patient endurance 



daily of pain or distress. 2. Suffering; misery. 3. Sanction or per^i^** 
implied or given by failure to prohibit; tacit consent; tolerance \M*am 
English suffrance, from Old French sufrance, from Latin suff- 
from sufferens, sufferent-, present participle of sufferre, to suZT^ 
SUFFER.] " er * 
SUf .feeing (suf' 3 r-mg, suf'ring) n. 1. The condition of one wh« 
suffers; the bearing of pain or distress. 2. An instance of pain or Hie* 
suf *f ice (»-fis') v. -ficed, -fic-ing, -fic^es -intr. 1. 
present needs or requirements; be sufficient: These rations will suIt* 
until next week. 2. To be equal to a specified task; be capable- No w% 
will suffice to convey my grief, —tr. To satisfy the needs or requirement 
of; be enough for. [Middle English suffisen, from Old French suffire, suf 
fis-, from Latin sufficere : sub-, sub- + facere, to make; see dhe- in An. 
pendix I.] — suf *f ie'er n. ap- 
SuMi»cien«cy(s3-fish'an-se) n.,pL -cies 1. The condition or qual- 
ity of being sufficient. 2. An adequate amount or quantity. 3. Adequate 
means to live in modest comfort. 

SUf *f i*cient (sa-fish'ant) adj. 1. Being as much as is needed. 2. Ar- 
chaic Competent; qualified. (Middle English, from Old French, from 
Latin sufficiens, sufficient-, present participle of sufficere, to suffice. See 
SUFFICE.] — suf •fi'cient»ly adv. 

Synonyms sufficient, adequate, enough These adjectives mean being 
what is needed without being in excess: has sufficient income to retire com- 
fortably; bought an adequate supply of food; drew enough water to fill the 
tub. 

SUf *f IX (suftks) n. An affix added to the end of a word or stem, serv- 
ing to form a new word or functioning as an inflectional ending, such as 
-ness in gentleness, -ing in walking, or -5 in sits. ❖ fr.v. -fixed, -fix»ing, 
-fix«es To add as a suffix. [New Latin suffixum, from Latin, neuter of 
sufftxus, past participle of suffigere, to fasten underneath, affix : sub-, 
sub- + figere, to fix, fasten; see dhig w - in Appendix I.] — suf'fix«ala4 
— suf'fix«aMy adv. — suf'fix»a'tion (suf'ik-sa'shan), suMix'ion 
(sa-fik'shan) n. 

suf *fo«cate (suf'a-kaf) v. -cat»ed, -catling, -cates — rr. 1. To 

kill or destroy by preventing access of air or oxygen. 2. To impair the 
respiration of; asphyxiate. 3. To cause discomfort to by or as if by cutting 
off the supply of fresh air. 4. To suppress the development, imagination, 
or creativity of; stifle: "The rigid formality of the place suffocated her'' 
(Thackeray). — intr. 1 . To die from lack of air or oxygen; be asphyxiated. 
2. To feel discomfort from lack of fresh air. 3. To become or feel sup- 
pressed; be stifled. [Latin suffocare, suffdeat- : sub-, sub- + fauces, throat] 
— suf'fo»ca'ting»ly adv. — suf'fo«ca'tion n. — -suf'fo»ca'tivefl4 
Suf •folk 1 (suf'ak) 1. A historical region of eastern England bordering 
on the North Sea. Settled in prehistoric times, it was part of the Anglo- 
Saxon kingdom of East Angha. Its name means the "southern people," 
as opposed to the "northern people" of Norfolk. 2. (also -6k') An inde- 
pendent city of southeast Virginia southeast of Portsmouth, it was 
burned by the British in 1779 and occupied by Union forces in 1862. 
Population: 52,141. 

Suf -folk 2 (siif'ak) n. 1. Any of an English breed of hornless sheep 
with black face and black legs, raised for high-quality mutton. 2. Any of 
a breed of English draft horses of a chestnut color, having short legs and 
a thickset heavy body. [After Suffolk, a county of eastern England.] 
SUf *fra*gan (siif're-gan) n. Abbr. Suff. or Suffr. 1. A bishop elect- 
ed or appointed as an assistant to the bishop or ordinary of a diocese, 
having administrative and episcopal responsibilities but no jurisdictional 
functions. 2. A bishop regarded in position as subordinate to an arch- 
bishop or a metropolitan. ❖ adj. Of, being, or relating to a suffragan. 
(Middle English, from Old French, from Medieval Latin suffragdneus, 
voting, supporting, from Latin suffrdgium, support, right to vote, from 
suffrdgari, to express support. See bhreg- in Appendix I.] — suf'fra - 
gan«ship' n. 

SUf *f rage (suf'rij) n. 1a. The right or privilege of voting; franchise, 
b. The exercise of such a right. 2, A vote cast in deciding a disputed 
question or in electing a person to office. 3. A short intercessory prayer. 
[Middle English, intercessory prayer, from Old French, from Medieval 
Latin suffragium, from Latin, the right to vote, from suffrdg&fi, to express 
support See bhreg- in Appendix I.] 

SUT «f ra*gette (suf 'rc-j*t') n. An advocate of women's suffrage, es- 
pecially in the United Kingdom. — suf 'fra«get'tism n. 
Suf«fra*'gist(suf'r3-jist) n. An advocate of the extension of political 
voting rights, especially to women. — suf'fra»gism n. . 
suf*fru*tes*cent (suf'roD-teVant) also suWru*ti*cose (su r- 
rob'tl-kos') adj. Having a stem that is woody only at the base; some ^ 
shrubby. [New Latin suffrutescens, suffrutescent- : Latin sub-, sub- + * 
Latin frutescens, frutescent (from Latin frutex, shrub).] 
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